
Tinting Tutorial

Before We Start
In this tutorial we shall be using some of the more advanced features of Digital Scrapbook Artist 2 
(DSA2) – in particular the Pencil Tool.  This is a vector drawing tool and the way we are going to 
use it functions as an advanced selection tool.  We shall use the Blend Modes and Transparency 
slider, the Eyedropper tool and the HSL Palette.  It might sound daunting at first, but really it is no 
harder than tracing over a drawing with a real pencil.

The Project
I've created a quick Vintage page to use in the tutorial (see below).  I've taken the young woman 
with the parasol and added her to a vintage frame from a DSA kit set on a torn Damask background 
with a little cluster of flowers, tied with a white ribbon bow and secured to the frame with a satin 
covered thumbtack – all from DSA kits.

We are going to take a sample from the pink flower and colour her dress with it and a sample from 
the red fuchsia and colour her sash with it. We shall leave the rest of the image as it stands to 
maximise the colour impact.  We have to remember we are practising a skill which used to be 
carried out with watercolours, so our palette is more about muted colours and soft pastels if we wish 
to be authentic.



Let's Get Started
I keep each different colour set on a different layer, this avoids confusion when selecting and 
deselecting, as each different colour set will show up with a different coloured border.

Next I'll select the picture by clicking on the frame and then the picture icon at the bottom. I'll zoom 
the image so that the picture is large in the screen to give me a better view of my workspace.  I'm 
going to work on the dress first, as this is an easier piece to work on and will get my eye in for the 
trickier task of selecting the belt.  It isn't necessary to be accurate in the selection at this stage, “fine-
tuning” the selection comes later (a mouse or a graphics tablet is slightly easier to use than a 
glidepad).



I'm ready to use the Pencil tool now, so I'll select it from the main toolbar (next to the Scissor tool). 
I'll click on “Select-on-Create” if it isn't already selected and click in a suitable location on the 
outline of the dress (the cursor will change to a pencil).  Holding the button clicked I'll follow the 
outline round until I come back to where I started, tracing round any parts that I don't want to 
colour.  I know when I'm back at the start because the pencil will show a little “+” sign next to it. 
The selection looks like this, green because that is the layer colour assigned to this new layer by 
DSA2 and not very accurate because I'm going to adjust the position next.

I'm finished with the Pencil tool for the present moment, so I'll click on the Selection tool 
(Arrowhead) on the main toolbar and the green outline will change to a Selection Box with “Edit 
Points” underneath it.  This is what I'll click next so that I can make the selection more accurate and 
then I'm going to zoom right in on the dress next, so that I can see only part of the line, as in the 
next image.  I've positioned the cursor over the little square box which is the first point I'm going to 
edit and the little red square is where I started to trace the outline of the dress from.

A word about the editing is in order here: the pencil is a vector tool, so it draws vectors – they just 
happen to look like a continuous line (confused – don't be, this is information only), click on one of 
the points and it will grow one or two little “arms” with coloured boxes on each end, the arms are 
the vectors of the line, if they are angled the line is a curve – make sure you click on a white box or 
the line – if you click on the box the line will bend.  Not important because you can “unbend” it, but 
scary the first time you do it!



I'll now click the white box and move it onto the line of the belt.  I'll carry on doing this for all the 
points that are visible on the page, straightening any curves as necessary, until the line fits snugly 
against the belt and working into any shadows so that when I have finished the tinting it will look as 
if it has always been that colour.  I'll then move the screen down and continue until I've finished the 
whole selection and I'm happy with the tracing.  Don't be afraid to grab the line and pull it to shape 
– if the corners get too tight DSA2 will put a new point in to help you out.

Move the vector handles (coloured boxes) on the ends of the arms to straighten out curves, just 
move them onto the line.  It's worth spending some time playing with these, master them and you've 
mastered the whole process of tracing a shape.



There – I'm fairly happy with that, I know that I can go back and tweak it after I've applied colour if 
there are any mistakes.

Now I'll tint the body of the dress, before I move on to the top.  I'm going to sample the darker pink 
from the flower, rather than try and colour match it from the palette, because then I know that the 
dress will fit the colour scheme and not “jar” or clash.  To do this I'll use the Eyedropper tool on the 
Colour Palette (next to the words “HSL Colour Wheel”).  When I click this the cursor changes to 
the eyedropper and when I click the colour I want the little white square (swatch) next to the 
Eyedropper tool changes to the colour I've selected.  If I then click the swatch the colour will 
transfer to the selection.

Don't panic!  A little explanation is in order again.  I made a selection and I've just filled the 
selection with colour.  A Sepia image (like a Black and White one) is an image with no colour 
information, I've just put the colour information back into the image and my next step is to perform 



the magic of the Multiply Blend Mode.  I click the dropdown under Blend Mode and select 
Multiply.  This causes DSA2 to apply a computation to the layers under the selection and blend the 
colour into the image information.

That's better – if I need to change the strength of the colour I'll slide the Transparency slider next to 
Blend Mode towards the left to achieve the flavour I want.

I'll now finish the dress by tracing the top with the pencil tool and colouring in.  Then I'll do the 
sash by creating a new layer, tracing the sash and selecting a deep red from the Fuchsia and 
colouring that in again.

That's it – a little bit of Transparency slider on the pink and the red and it's more in keeping with a 
Vintage tinted picture.  Just remember to keep cool and calm and always have the finished page in 
your mind!  Happy Scrapping - Rodders
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